
 

 Farther Along - Josh Garrels 
 

Josh Garrels has spent more than a decade crafting music that cuts clean through. 
Resting in the space between accessibility and honesty, Garrels’ songs wrestle with 
and celebrate the mystery of faith with authenticity and heart. Cultivating a 
genre-blending mix of folk and hip hop, Garrels’ music explores themes of compassion, 
hope, longing, and liberation. 

Partnering with a number of not-for-profit organizations, Garrels has worked to raise 
awareness for HOPE International, a microfinance initiative working in developing 
countries; Invisible Children, confronting the LRA in Northern Uganda; and Light Gives 
Heat, empowering Africans through encouraging economic sustainability and creative 
endeavors. 

Collaborating with Mason Jar Music for the second time in 2011, Garrels filmed the 
full-length, fan-financed 60-minute musical documentary ​The Sea in Between ​ on Mayne Island, B.C. Garrels is presently composing 
original scores for film, as well as mentoring and producing music for other artists through his label Small Voice Records. In 2012, 
Garrels earned a regional Emmy nomination in Music Composition from the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences for his 
contribution to the soundtrack for And What Remains.  

Information from: ​ joshgarrels.com/josh-bio 

Lyrics 
Farther along we’ll know all about it  

Farther along we’ll understand why  

Cheer up my brothers, live in the sunshine  

We’ll understand this, all by and by 
 

Tempted and tried, I wondered why  

The good man died, the bad man thrives  

And Jesus cries because he loves em’ both  

We’re all cast-aways in need of ropes  

Hangin’ on by the last threads of our hope  

In a house of mirrors full of smoke  

Confusing illusions I’ve seen 
 

Where did I go wrong, I sang along  

To every chorus of the song  

That the devil wrote like a piper at the gates  

Leading mice and men down to their fates  

But some will courageously escape  

The seductive voice with a heart of faith  

While walkin’ that line back home 
 

So much more to life than we’ve been told  

It’s full of beauty that will unfold  

And shine like you struck gold my wayward son  

That deadweight burden weighs a ton  

Go down into the river and let it run  

And wash away all the things you’ve done  

Forgiveness alright 
 

Farther along we’ll know all about it  

Farther along we’ll understand why  

Cheer up my brothers, live in the sunshine  

We’ll understand this, all by and by 
 

Still I get hard pressed on every side  

Between the rock and a compromise  

Like the truth and pack of lies fightin’ for my soul  

And I’ve got no place left go  

Cause I got changed by what I’ve been shown  

More glory than the world has known  

Keeps me ramblin’ on  

 

Skipping like a calf loosed from its stall  

I’m free to love once and for all  

And even when I fall I’ll get back up  

For the joy that overflows my cup  

Heaven filled me with more than enough  

Broke down my levee and my bluff  

Let the flood wash me 

 

And one day when the sky rolls back on us  

Some rejoice and the others fuss  

Cause every knee must bow and tongue confess  

That the son of God is forever blessed  

His is the kingdom, we’re the guests  

So put your voice up to the test  

Sing Lord, come soon  

 

Farther along we’ll know all about it  

Farther along we’ll understand why  

Cheer up my brothers, live in the sunshine  

We’ll understand this, all by and by 
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 Farther Along - Josh Garrels 
1 Corinthians 13:9-12, New Living Translation (NLT) 

10 ​Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the                   
whole picture! ​10 ​ ​But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 

11 ​When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away                       
childish things. ​12 ​Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will                  
see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know                   
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. 

John 13:7, New International Version (NIV) 
 
7 ​ ​Jesus replied, ​“You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

 
1. What parts of the song can you relate to? 

2. Can you see the progression throughout the song? What is happening? 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:9-12. What is happening here? 

4. How is growing in our faith similar to growing up from a kid to an adult? 

5. What things should we lose as we grow up? What things should we gain? 

6. Read John 13:7. What does this verse teach us as we grow in our faith? 

7. What things do you think Jesus reveals to us over time as we grow in our faith? 

8. How do the lyrics of this song help you to understand faith in Jesus better? 

9. What are a few things that we can do to better trust in God’s timing as he reveals things to us, 
even if it is ‘farther along’ in our faith.  

 

10. Are you willing to put in the effort of living out your faith in Jesus in order to receive the things 
that God will reveal over time? 
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