The Parable of the Soils
Mark 4:1-20
Verse: Mark 4:3,9 Homework: Luke 14
Parable — A simple story that teaches a deeper truth about the Kingdom of God.

The Sower and the Soils 4:1-9
e A farmer went out to spread his seed...
o Soil #1 — Pathway — Birds gobbled it up.
o Soil #2 — Rocks — Sprang up quickly & withered quickly — no roots.
o Soil #3 — Thorns — Choked out the seed & no fruit produced.
o Soil #4 — Good Soil — Grew & produced a bountiful harvest!
e “He who has ears, let him hear.”

The Purpose of the Parables 4:10-12
e The lack of comprehension of the Disciples. (They couldn’t “hear.”)
e The response of Jesus
o The parables point out the Kingdom of God — they have been revealed to those
who truly “hear.”
o But there are many who do not listen... and they get no further explanation.

The Explanation of the Parable
e The Farmer — Sows the Word of God!
e Soil #1 — Pathway — Hear the word & then it is taken away from them
e Soil #2 — Rocks- Hear the word & spring up with joy, but since they have no root, they
wither due to trouble or persecution.
e Soil #3 — Thorns — Hear the word but the worries of this life & desire for things.
e Soil #4 — Good Soil — Hear the word & accept/ receive it and produce a bumper crop.

e The farmer — God uses the farmer to spread his word far and wide.
o The farmer is anyone who sows the Word!
e The soils —
o The first three: They did not produce fruit!
= Pathway: Did not listen & lost the message due to a hard heart.
= Rocky: Did not listen & withered due to superficiality.
= Thorns: Did not listen & got choked out due to worldly cares.
o The last one: Produced fruit!
® |t heard the message, responded and persevered!
= The point of sowing is reaping!

Application: Can you hear Him now?



